
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
SCIENCE 

Winter 
Inquiry 
Land  

Answer Key

 
Winter 2011-2012 

 
 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools 

Curriculum & Instruction 
 

Grade 3 

 
Sir Isaac Newton Louis Pasteur Albert Einstein 

 



THE SCHOOL BOARD OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 

Perla Tabares Hantman, Chair 
Dr. Lawrence S. Feldman, Vice Chair 

Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall 
Carlos L. Curbelo 

Renier Diaz de la Portilla 
Dr. Wilbert “Tee” Holloway 

Dr. Martin Karp 
Dr. Marta Pérez 

Raquel A. Regalado 
 
 

Hope Wilcox 
Student Advisor 

 
 

  
 
 

Alberto M. Carvalho 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
 

Milagros R. Fornell 
Associate Superintendent 
Curriculum and Instruction 

 
 

Dr. Maria P. de Armas 
Assistant Superintendent 

Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 Core 
 
 

Beatriz Zarraluqui 
Administrative Director 

Division of Mathematics, Science, and Advanced Academic Program 



   

Table of Contents 
 
 

Welcome to A Science Winter Inquiry Land  ................................................ I 

Bird’s Eye View ............................................................................................. 1 

 My Five Senses ............................................................................................ 3 

 Icky Sticky Stuff (Enrichment)  ...................................................................... 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science Winter Packet 2011-2012  Page 1 of 6 
Grade 3 
 

 Answer Key 
Bird’s Eye View 

  
 

Background 
There are about 8,500 different kinds of birds. Birds are 
similar to mammals, which are creatures like you and 
me. Of course, there are quite a few differences 
between birds and regular mammals. A bird has 
feathers and wings. They use their wings to fly. 
However, some birds such as the ostrich or the penguin 
do not fly because they do not know how. 
 

Under all the feathers and inside the wing the bird has muscles. The muscles inside the 
wing are attached to the breastbone of the bird and are known as flight muscles. These 
are like the muscles that you have in your arms. Thanks to these muscles birds can flap 
their wings and fly if they know how. 
 
Along with their wings, which are a replacement of arms or front legs for other animals, 
birds also have two legs. If you have ever seen a bird sitting on a tree branch you have 
seen them using their legs. They are able to perch themselves on branches or hop from 
limb to limb by using their legs. (Adapted from All About Birds) 
 
What You Need 
Science Journal Book (i.e. Notebook) 
Walking Buddy 
 
What to Do 
Go for a walk around your neighborhood and try to identify four types of birds. Draw a 
picture of each of the birds you identify. Lastly write down the characteristics of each of 
the birds that you chose.  You can record your observations on the following page or 
make a copy of the chart in your journal. 
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Complete the chart below after reading the background information, as you are taking a 
stroll in your neighborhood. 
 
Sample Answer: 

 
 Bird Color(s) Shape of 

beak Size Location 

1 
egret white body 

orange beak 
long & thin about 1 

meter in 
height 

fresh water 

2 
     

3 
     

4 
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Answer Key 
My Five Senses 

 
The poem below is all about the five senses. While reading it, think of all of your senses. 

After reading the poem, write a poem of your own describing your five senses. 
 

Wonderful World by Eva Grant 

I can see 

Trees and grass, 

The sun and sky; 

I can taste 

Chocolate ice cream, 

Apple pie; 

I can hear 

Music, laughter, 

Words you said; 

I can smell 

Perfume, flowers, 

Baking bread; 

I can touch 

Silk and velvet, 

A baby's skin; 

What a wonderful 

World I'm in! 
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My Five Senses

Write your five senses poem here. Poems will vary. 
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Answer Key 
Icky Sticky Stuff 

 
Adhesives are used to stick things together. Many adhesives occur in nature and have 

important uses for plants and animals 
 
Background 
What makes glue, paste or tape stick to things? Wood, paper and many other materials 
have tiny cracks and holes in them. When we glue things together, sometimes the glue 
seeps into the tiny openings and hardens, making the materials stick together. Other 
times, the molecules on the surface of an object get tangled up with the glue molecules, 
making the objects stick together.  
 
What You Need 
A walking buddy 
 
What to Do 
Help your child to search around your home to track down things that they can see that 
are sticky. See how many things they can find. The following examples can be found: 

o Tape 
o Peanut butter 
o Stamps 
o Envelopes 
o Honey 
o Bandage 

 
Ask your child to make a list of things in nature - animals; plants and so forth-that are 
sticky (have adhesive properties). For example: 

o Spiders have sticky threads 
o Tree sap 
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Complete the data table below.  
Sample Answer: 

Object What does it look like? What does it feels like?
honey see through (transparent), 

amber color 
 
 
 

sticky, thick, gooey   

  
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

Federal and State Laws 
 

The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida adheres to a policy of 
nondiscrimination in employment and educational programs/activities and strives 
affirmatively to provide equal opportunity for all as required by law: 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, or national origin. 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended - prohibits discrimination in 
employment on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, or national origin. 

Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 - prohibits discrimination on the basis 
of gender.  

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA), as amended - prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of age with respect to individuals who are at least 40. 

The Equal Pay Act of 1963, as amended - prohibits gender discrimination in payment of 
wages to women and men performing substantially equal work in the same 
establishment. 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - prohibits discrimination against the 
disabled. 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) - prohibits discrimination against 
individuals with disabilities in employment, public service, public accommodations and 
telecommunications. 

The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) - requires covered employers to 
provide up to 12 weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave to “eligible” employees for certain 
family and medical reasons. 

The Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 - prohibits discrimination in employment on 
the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions. 

Florida Educational Equity Act (FEEA) - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
gender, national origin, marital status, or handicap against a student or employee. 

Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 - secures for all individuals within the state freedom 
from discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap, 
or marital status. 

Veterans are provided re-employment rights in accordance with P.L. 93-508 
(Federal Law) and Section 295.07 (Florida Statutes), which stipulates categorical 
preferences for employment.  
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